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diplomacy. The manner in which he held the allegiance of
the Gallic peoples, the most like weather-vanes of any of the
tribes on Italian soil, was a chef d'oeuvre. He knew just
when to mix force with persuasion, just how far he could rely
on what was told him, just how much he could get from any
given alliance. He distributed gifts with a liberal hand; he
used threats; he remorselessly punished those cities which
deserted him. The result was that more than half the area
of the peninsula was at one time or other subject to his will,
and contributory to his arms. But the structure of the Latin,
confederacy remained sound, despite Hannibal's successes in
war and diplomacy. When we consider how readily the
Eastern peoples accepted the yoke of the new and conquering
lord, and how strong the hold of Borne on her allies uniformly
was throughout her history, we are tempted to believe that
what Hannibal accomplished was beyond even Alexander's
gigantic performance.

The marvel in the life of Hannibal is the amount he ef-
fected with the small means at his command against the vast
resources of his opponents, and the length of time he main-
tained the struggle. Starting from New Carthage with one
hundred thousand men, he had but twenty-six thousand left
when he reached Italy. This force rarely grew beyond forty
to fifty thousand men for field duty, while the Romaus had
from sixty to ninety thousand men immediately arrayed
against him, not to count huge armies elsewhere. Without
fleet or home support, relying solely on his own exertions, he
was forced to resort to every diplomatic means to keep his
allies in heart and induce them to furnish him with troops,
This part of his work was difficult beyond anything which
Alexander had to contend with.

Alexander always had luck running in his favor. This
was a marked feature of his life. Hannibal's luck ran but anst.                                                              ')
